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Press Release 
 
#BuildingToCOP26 Coalition accelerates climate action 
ahead of Cities, Regions and Built Environment Day at 
COP26 

 
For immediate release 
 
Following the sobering message from the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report, a coalition 
led by C40, the Global Alliance for Building and Construction (GlobalABC), The 
Resilience Shift, World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) and 
World Green Building Council (WorldGBC) announce #BuildingToCOP26 — a 
partnership to promote radical collaboration for climate action ahead of the Cities, 
Regions and Built Environment Day at COP26.  
 
The #BuildingToCOP26 Coalition — a group of business and government networks focused 
on sustainability in the built environment — are coming together for the first time to spotlight 
the built environment's potential in accelerating climate action.  
 
Working with the UN High Level Climate Champions, the COP26 Presidency and the UK’s 
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), the Coalition’s efforts will 
culminate on 11 November at the COP26 Cities, Regions and Built Environment Day, which 
will rally awareness, action and collaboration among all stakeholders in the  
built environment. 

Why cities, regions and the built environment matter 

Buildings are responsible for almost 40% of global energy-related carbon emissions and 
50% of all extracted materials. By 2050, 1.6 billion urban dwellers will be regularly exposed 
to extremely high temperatures and over 800 million people living in more than 570 cities will 
be vulnerable to sea level rise and coastal flooding. 
 
By 2050, the world’s building stock will double and almost 70% of the global population is 
projected to live in urban areas. By 2060, global material use is expected to more than 
double and a third of this rise is attributable to materials used in the building and 
construction system. The built environment’s demand on natural resources accelerates 
climate change, and inefficient, unhealthy buildings negatively impact human health and 
wellbeing. However, efficient buildings are one of the biggest investment opportunities worth 
an estimated $24.7 trillion by 2030.  
 
Despite this, under $3 of every $100 spent on new construction goes to efficient buildings. 
Out of the 186 countries that have submitted Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 136 countries 
mention buildings, 53 countries mention building energy efficiency, and 38 specifically call 
out building energy codes. Most countries do not include full building decarbonisation targets 
and certain areas such as building materials are under addressed.  
 
 

https://buildingtocop.org/
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To limit warming to no more than 1.5℃ as set out in the Paris Agreement, the 
Coalition calls for emissions from building projects globally to be halved by 2030, and 
to reach net zero life-cycle emissions for all buildings by no later than 2050. 

In order to meet these decarbonisation targets and establish the built environment as a 
major solution provider to the climate crisis, the Coalition is promoting radical collaboration 
across the built environment system and spotlighting frontrunner action, solutions and policy 
pathways across business, cities and governments.   
 
The Coalition aims to achieve three specific outcomes for COP26 and beyond: 

1. The system’s stakeholders unite behind a single voice and ambition towards shared 
goals:  
 
By 2030, the built environment should halve its emissions, whereby 100% of new 
buildings must be net zero carbon in operation, with widespread energy efficiency 
retrofit of existing assets well underway, and embodied carbon must be reduced by 
at least 40%, with leading projects achieving at least 50% reductions in embodied 
carbon.  

By 2050, at the latest, all new and existing assets must be net zero across the whole 
life cycle, including operational and embodied emissions. (UNFCCC Human 
Settlements Pathway). 
 
In parallel to decarbonisation targets, building resilience into the transformation of the 
built environment is critical to support urban populations and vulnerable communities 
in the face of future climate impacts. (UNFCCC Resilience Pathway). 
 

2. All countries are encouraged to include full building sector decarbonisation targets, 
concrete policies and measures, and related implementation mechanisms in their 
NDCs. 
 
GlobalABC is working with its country members and beyond on a country 
commitment ‘Buildings as Critical Climate Solution (BCCS)’ that will advance building 
sector measures at the national level, creating the appropriate enabling environment 
towards a zero-emission, efficient and resilient buildings and construction system.  
 
Learn more about how countries can incorporate buildings action into their NDCs and 
where the buildings and construction system is in supporting the ambitions of the 
Paris Agreement.  
 

3. 1,000 cities and at least 20% of the largest built environment businesses by revenue 
are committed to the UN’s Race to Zero. 
 
Businesses and sub-national governments are urged to join the Race to Zero and the 
Race to Resilience. The Race to Zero’s goal by COP26 is to have 20% of the built 
environment system by revenue to join the Race to Zero. This will create a 
‘breakthrough point’ to help mainstream climate action in the system.  
 
Cities are urged to join the Cities Race to Zero, as major policy enablers and owners 
of real estate who can go further, faster.  
 

https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/reporting-tracking/pathways/human-settlements-climate-action-pathway
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/reporting-tracking/pathways/human-settlements-climate-action-pathway
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/reporting-tracking/pathways/human-settlements-climate-action-pathway
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/reporting-tracking/pathways/resilience-climate-action-pathway
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/reporting-tracking/pathways/resilience-climate-action-pathway
https://globalabc.org/news/buildings-critical-climate-solution
https://globalabc.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/GABC-NDC-GUIDE_ENGLISH.pdf
https://globalabc.org/resources/publications
https://globalabc.org/resources/publications
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/race-to-zero-campaign
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/system/resilience/
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/cities-race-to-zero?language=en_US
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Nigel Topping, UN High Level Climate Champions for COP26, said: 

"We can’t win the Race to Zero without winning the Race to Resilience as well. 
Climate breakdown and the pandemic multiply inequalities — social, environmental 
and economic gaps are widening across nations and across the Global North and 
South. By 2030, we must catalyse action by non-state actors that builds the 
resilience of four billion people from groups and communities who are vulnerable to 
climate risks." 

With focus and collaboration, the goal of halving the building sector's emissions by 2030 is 
possible. The Coalition invites stakeholders across the built environment to join them to win the 
race to a zero emissions and resilient built environment, regions and cities. 

Find out more at www.BuildingToCOP.org.  

ENDS 

 
NOTES TO THE EDITOR 

The #BuildingToCOP26 Coalition 

C40 Cities 
 
C40 is a network of nearly 100 mayors of the world’s leading cities who are working to 
deliver the urgent action needed right now to confront the climate crisis and create a future 
where everyone, everywhere can thrive. Mayors of C40 cities are committed to using a 
science-based and people-focused approach to help the world limit global heating to 1.5°C 
and build healthy, equitable and resilient communities. Through a Global Green New Deal, 
mayors are working alongside a broad coalition of representatives from labor, business, the 
youth climate movement and civil society to go further and faster than ever before. The 
current Chair of C40 is Mayor of Los Angeles Eric Garcetti; and three-term Mayor of New 
York City Michael R. Bloomberg serves as President of the Board. 

Climate Group 

Climate Group drives climate action. Fast. Our goal is a world of net zero carbon emissions 
by 2050, with greater prosperity for all. We focus on systems with the highest emissions and 
where our networks have the greatest opportunity to drive change. We do this by building 
large and influential networks and holding organisations accountable, turning their 
commitments into action. We share what we achieve together to show more organisations 
what they could do. We are an international non-profit organisation, founded in 2004, 
with offices in London, New Delhi and New York. We are proud to be part of the We Mean 
Business coalition. Follow us on Twitter @ClimateGroup.   

Global Alliance for Building and Construction (GlobalABC) 

Founded at COP21, hosted by the UN Environment Programme, and with 190 members 
among which are 33 countries, GlobalABC is the leading platform for all stakeholders, 
including countries, cities, private sector, research, and NGOs to jointly work towards a zero-
emission, efficient, and resilient buildings and construction sector. GlobalABC tracks the 
sector’s annual global climate action progress, engages in global advocacy, and in policy 

http://www.buildingtocop.org/
https://www.theclimategroup.org/
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/
https://twitter.com/ClimateGroup
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transformation by supporting countries based on their situation and through regional and 
national roadmaps. 

The Resilience Shift 
 
The Resilience Shift is a global hub for resilience best practice. We inform and promote 
greater resilience through influencing policy, shaping practice and sharing learning, and by 
creating a movement to bridge the infrastructure systems gap, to create a safe, resilient and 
sustainable future for all, in a world that is full of disruptive forces.  

Together with our strategic partnership with Resilience First, the global business resilience 
network, we have a global resilience-focused network of members, partners and 
collaborators. We are a founding partner of the International Coalition for Sustainable 
Infrastructure, and a managing partner of the COP Resilience Hub at this year’s COP26 and 
beyond. Follow us on Twitter and Linkedin. 

World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) 
 
WBCSD is a global, CEO-led organization of over 200 leading businesses working together 
to accelerate the transition to a sustainable world. We help make our member companies 
more successful and sustainable by focusing on the maximum positive impact for 
shareholders, the environment and societies. 

Our member companies come from all business sectors and all major economies, 
representing a combined revenue of more than USD $8.5 trillion and 19 million employees. 
Our global network of almost 70 national business councils gives our members unparalleled 
reach across the globe. Since 1995, WBCSD has been uniquely positioned to work with 
member companies along and across value chains to deliver impactful business solutions to 
the most challenging sustainability issues. 

Together, we are the leading voice of business for sustainability: united by our vision of a 
world where more than 9 billion people are all living well and within planetary boundaries, by 
2050. www.wbcsd.org  

Follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn 

World Green Building Council (WorldGBC) 
 
WorldGBC catalyses the uptake of sustainable buildings for everyone, everywhere. 

Transforming the building and construction sector across three strategic areas — climate 
action, health & wellbeing, and resources & circularity — we are a global action network of 
70 Green Building Councils around the world. 
  
As members of the UN Global Compact, we work with businesses, organisations and 
governments to drive the ambitions of the Paris Agreement and UN Global Goals for 
Sustainable Development. Through a systems change approach, our network is leading the 
industry towards a zero emission, healthy, equitable and resilient built environment. 
 
 
For further information contact:  
Harvey Jones, Head of Marketing and Communications 
hjones@worldgbc.org 
+44 (0) 747 281 5818 

https://www.resilienceshift.org/
https://www.resiliencefirst.org/
https://www.sustainability-coalition.org/
https://www.sustainability-coalition.org/
https://cop-resilience-hub.org/
https://twitter.com/RESILIENCESHIFT
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-resilience-shift/
http://www.wbcsd.org/
http://www.wbcsd.org/
https://twitter.com/wbcsd?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/wbcsd?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbcsd
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbcsd
https://worldgbc.org/
mailto:hjones@worldgbc.org

