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THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR BUILDINGS  
AND CONSTRUCTION: AN OVERVIEW  
OVER STATUS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

THE GLOBALABC IN NUMBERS

Forging building 
decarbonization pathways 
 3 1 Global Roadmap, 3 regional 
roadmaps.

 3 Involved in 4 national roadmaps 
(completed/starting).

 3 Inspired 1 sub-regional roadmap.

 3 1 roadmap hub, uniting multiple 
organizations involved in 20 
decarbonization roadmap 
processes.

Tracking progress
 3 6 annual Global Status Reports 
for Buildings and Construction.

 3 Press coverage in over 500 news 
outlets and/or member pages.

International advocacy
 3 5 UNFCCC COP events, 2 
G20 events, 2 Clean Energy 
Ministerial (CEM) events, 
1 UN Habitat, 1 Union for 
Mediterranean participations.

Commitments
 3 3 commitments to incentivize 
countries to future proof our 
buildings, joined to-date by 12 
countries.

OUTPUTS

Membership:  
204 members among 
which 34 countries 
(increased from 79 
members in 2015). Governance:  

17 Steering committee 
members representing 
5 constituencies.  
4 Assemblies: Dubai, 
Ottawa, virtual (2x).

Work Areas:  
5 Work Areas on key 
issues to decarbonize 
buildings.

Website  
(GlobalABC & UNEP):  
Over 40,000 downloads 
of flagship products.

1 common vision: 
Halving buildings’ 
emissions by 2030; 
decarbonizing buildings 
along their lifecycle  
by 2050. 

3 national  
alliances uniting  
all stakeholders:  
Mexico, Morocco, 
Tunisia.

https://globalabc.org/our-work/forging-regional-pathways-global-and-regional-roadmap
https://globalabc.org/our-work/forging-regional-pathways-global-and-regional-roadmap
https://globalabc.org/our-work/tracking-progress-global-status-report
https://globalabc.org/our-work/tracking-progress-global-status-report


WHY THE GLOBALABC EXISTS
”Buildings account for one-third of total global energy 
consumption, and this share is growing dramatically 
(…) Clearly, this challenge cannot be solved at national 
level. For this reason, we are fully engaged in the 
Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction (GABC), 
launched in COP21, that we co-chair with the World 
Business Council for Sustainable Development. This 
alliance brings together 34 countries and more than 160 
organizations mobilized for zero emission, efficient and 
resilient buildings.”

Barbara Pompilli, Minister for Ecological Transition, France

The buildings and construction sector is a major emitter, 
responsible for about 40% of global carbon emissions, of 
which approximately three-quarters are driven by buildings’ 
operational energy use and a quarter by the embodied 
carbon associated with its construction, particularly as a 
result of building materials. With the  world’s building space 
expected to double before 2050, the emission footprint from 

the built environment threatens to consume our remaining 
carbon budget. A key challenge hereby is the buildings and 
construction sector’s fragmented value chain, which makes 
affecting positive and inclusive change at scale and speed 
more challenging.

This is where the Global Alliance for Buildings and 
Construction, commonly known as GlobalABC, comes in. 
GlobalABC was launched at COP21 (2015) in Paris to align the 
sector with the Paris Agreement goals, overcome sector 
fragmentation, and to support the transition towards a zero-
emission, efficient, and resilient buildings and construction 
sector. Since 2015 ambition in policies is growing and 
emissions are ceiling: 48 more countries have included 
building energy efficiency measures in their NDCs (an over 
50% increase compared to 2015) making energy efficiency in 
Buildings  the second policy behind renewable electric power 
in NDCs. 9 additional countries having put in place building 
energy codes since 2015, transformative, the GlobalABC’s 
Global Climate Tracker indicates transformational, long-term 
progress in decarbonizing the sector remains limited.  The 
drop to 2007 level of 2020 emissions from the buildings and 
construction sector, occurs as a consequence of the COVID619 
pandemic, and this reduction is likely to be short-lived as 
economies have started to recover from the pandemic.

Sources: UNFCCC 2021; Buildings-GSR 2021; IEA 2021a. All rights reserved.

Notes: Emissions intensity is total buildings construction and operations emissions over total floor area, energy intensity is total building operational 
energy over
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GLOBALABC’S MISSION & VISION
”The GlobalABC plays a critical role to help all stakeholders 
in the built environment work towards a common goal of 
eliminating all emissions from the built environment and 
adapting to the now inevitable changes in of our climate, 
by fostering a common vision and language, outlining how 
the sector can be transformed, and by offering practical 
guidance and tracking progress.”

Roland Hunziker, Director, Sustainable Buildings& Cities, World Business 
Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD). Co-chair of the GlobalABC 

Steering Committee 

The GlobalABC was founded as an umbrella or meta-platform 
– a network of networks – that brings together initiatives and 
actors along the entire buildings and construction sector value 
chain at COP21 in 2015 by a group of governments, businesses, 
intergovernmental, and non-profit organizations, at the 
initiative of the French government and UNEP. In the nearly six 
years since its launch, GlobalABC has created and continues 
to maintain a neutral, member-driven platform, growing 
from an initial 79 members to 200 members as of November 
2021, among which 34 countries. Its mission and vision are to 
connect governments, the private sector, and organisations 
to drive the transformation towards a zero-emission, efficient, 
and resilient buildings and construction sector to achieve a 
future-proof world for all buildings – both existing and new. 

GlobalABC members exchange knowledge, 
discuss challenges, and collaborate on tools and 

solutions for rapid decarbonisation of the built 
environment. In doing so, GlobalABC advocates for, 

helps develop and implement pathways, policies, strategies 
and initiatives for reducing climate impacts across the 
buildings and construction sector. It hereby focuses on both 
climate mitigation and adaption in support of a net-zero 
carbon, energy efficient and resilient sector.

Through its work programme, GlobalABC aims to: 

 3 Be a global advocate for the importance of the sector 
for global climate action, provide a common language for 
discussion among decision makers and be a catalyst for 
action by leading actors in the buildings and construction 
sector. 

 3 Provide a neutral and trusted platform to derive a common 
vision for decarbonisation targets, track progress, both in 
terms of action and impacts, share knowledge and good 
practices, and

 3 Support countries in setting priorities based on their 
situation, e.g., using the GlobalABC regional and national 
roadmap process. 
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Key achievement: GlobalABC is shaping a common 
vision for a future-proof buildings and construction 
sector: 

GlobalABC co-led UNFCCC’s Marrakech Partnership 
for Global Climate Action, Human Settlements 
Pathway which include the following 2030 and 2050 
decarbonisation goals: 

By 2030, the built environment should halve its emissions, 
whereby 100 per cent of new buildings must be net-zero 
carbon in operation, with widespread energy efficiency 
retrofit of existing assets well underway, and embodied 
carbon must be reduced by at least 40 per cent, with 
leading projects achieving at least 50 per cent reductions 
in embodied carbon.

By 2050, at the latest, all new and existing assets must be 
net zero across the whole life cycle, including operational 
and embodied emissions.

As a platform, GlobalABC is supported by a Secretariat based 
in the Paris offices of UNEP, an elected Steering Committee, 
and operates through five Work Areas, co-led by members. 
Two co-chairs one from governments and one from business 
are elected to represent the GlobalABC (2018-2021 co-chairs 
are the Ministry for Ecological Transition, France and the World 
Business Councils for Sustainable Development, WBCSD). 
The Secretariat role is to liaise with members, international 
organizations and donors, oversee day to day management, 
facilitate communications, publish key findings and products, 
and organise events to the benefit of its members and the 
broader field. All GlobalABC’s efforts are resourced through 
the financial and in-kind contributions of its members, with 
prospective members being screened through an application 
process. Although not mandatory to join, GlobalABC does 
encourage contributions from particularly high-income 
countries and major companies.

GlobalABC uses its communication and coordination channels 
to grow a community invested in decarbonizing the built 
environment. It features an in-depth website, a one-stop 
shop for tools, publications and other resources; an internal 
platform for members to communicate and exchange; a 
monthly newsletter that highlights members work and 
sustainable buildings related news; as well as social media 
accounts which over the last years have seen an organic and 
significant growth.

“The GlobalABC has facilitated a dynamic and global 
dialogue on the building sector and its essential 
role to accelerate our world’s transition to net zero. 
This led, among other things, to flagship references 
such as the annual Global Status Report for Buildings 
and Construction. Thanks to its collaborative and 
multi-stakeholder approach, as well as a truly global 
outreach, the GlobalABC managed to elevate the built 
environment’s agenda as a global priority, including in 
the context of the UNFCCC process.” 

Cedric de Meeus, Head, Group Public Affairs, Holcim
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ADVANCING THE AGENDA: 
GLOBALABC RAISES THE PROFILE 
OF BUILDINGS FOR CLIMATE 
ACTION (MITIGATION AND 
ADAPTATION), INTERNATIONALLY, 
REGIONALLY, AND LOCALLY.  
In 2019, for the first time since the landmark COP21 in Paris 
in 2015, buildings formed part of the official COP schedule 
(COP25) again, with GlobalABC and its founding members 
having worked relentlessly to quantify, advocate for and 
promote the tremendous opportunity for the global buildings 
and construction sector to contribute directly and indirectly 
to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Despite its enormous 
mitigation potential, and social benefit, prior to 2015 the 
sector as a whole was nearly absent from climate change 
negotiation discussions and from most Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs). 

“On the challenging way to decarbonising the buildings 
and construction sector, the GlobalABC and its members 
achieved to establish a powerful alliance in its 5 years 
of existence. The diverse membership ranging from 
national and subnational governments to academia, 
the private sector and civil society, enables innovative 
approaches through exchanging perspectives, 
combining expertise and access to multiple data 
sources. By bundling efforts, the GlobalABC has 
succeeded in raising visibility and highlighting the 
importance of the sector for reaching Net Zero.” 

German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety (BMU) and German Energy Agency (dena)

GlobalABC, through its collective power and its direct access to 
many governments and international organisations, has been 
able to make a compelling case for the sector to be an active 
participant at the UNFCCC COPs as well as many COP-related 
and other high-level events. Importantly, by co-leading the 
Human Settlements Pathway under the Marrakech Partnership 
for Global Climate Action (MPGCA) which was founded at 
COP22 (in 2016), the GlobalABC has helped shape the vision 
and objectives for the entire buildings and construction 
community (refer to key achievement box), on decarbonizing 
the buildings and construction sector. 

In the lead up to COP26 in Glasgow, GlobalABC, co-leads the 
Building to COP26 coalition together with the World Green 
Building Council (WorldGBC), World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (WBCSD), C40, and ResilienceShift, 
which brings together the key stakeholders for the buildings 
agenda to support the work of the UN High Level Climate 
Champions. GlobalABC also led the Technical Expert Meetings 
(TEM) in 2020 which focused on Human Settlements, and 
GlobalABC had a strong role in bringing buildings into the 
regional climate weeks. Moreover, GlobalABC publications and 
tools give members clear arguments and pointers to support 
national policy makers and key sector leaders with input to 
a country’s next Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC). 

The GlobalABC is also recognized by theG20 under the 2017 
German Presidency, in the G20 Action Plan on Climate and 
Energy for Growth: “The buildings sector has the potential 
to significantly improve energy efficiency. In this regard, the 
Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction (GABC) has 
identified an international agenda for the buildings sector and 
set policy recommendations for all actors along the value chain 
for the development of national building strategies”
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KEEPING THE SECTOR UNDER 
REVIEW: GLOBALABC TRACKS 
PROGRESS THROUGH THE GLOBAL 
STATUS REPORT FOR BUILDINGS 
AND CONSTRUCTION
Since 2016, GlobalABC publishes the Global Status Report 
for Buildings and Construction (Buildings-GSR) annually, 
which takes stock of the extent to which the buildings and 
construction sector is on track to meet the Paris Agreement 
Goals. It tracks global progress on key indicators for energy 
use, emissions, technologies, policies, and investments 
globally. 

“The GlobalABC is a unique platform that brings together 
the various stakeholders in the buildings sector and 
shapes the vision for the sector. The annual Buildings 
Global Status Report is an excellent tool to track 
progress in decarbonising the buildings sector and to 
draw the attention of national policy makers to the large 
greenhouse gas savings potential of the sector. The 10 
Key Measures for decarbonising the building sector, and 
the roadmaps provide a starting point for action and 
help align bilateral development agreements.”

André Daniel Mueller, Programme Officer, Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs (FDFA), Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)

Six editions have been published or co-
published with member organizations since 

2016, with increasing readership and global reach 
over the years. The report’s contents continue to evolve, 

increasingly crowdsourcing information from within its 
membership, putting the spotlight on emerging issues and 
trends and  pointing to information that helps actors understand 
efforts to support the transition to a net-zero carbon, energy 
efficient and resilient buildings and construction sector. 
Over the coming years, the report will aim to  consolidate 
its function to be the go-to place for  tracking the sector’s 
progress and informing key actors, drawing from the growing 
coalition and strength of GlobalABC’s membership base. 

GlobalABC members use the annual report as evidence to 
persuade  policy makers and the buildings and construction 
community overall, of the contribution the building and 
construction sector can make to national and local climate 
change mitigation efforts, and to take action e.g., inclusion of 
the sector into updates to Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs), national strategies, plans, and roadmaps; as well as 
include such considerations in the (procurement of) public 
buildings and infrastructure construction and renovation.
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TRANSFORMING POLICY 
AND SUPPORTING 
COUNTRIES: GLOBALABC LAYS 
THE FOUNDATION THROUGH 
DEVELOPING BUILDINGS AND 
CONSTRUCTION ROADMAPS 
Through a collaborative process, initiated by France and 
IEA, in 2016 GlobalABC created the first global roadmap for 
decarbonizing the buildings and construction sector (updated 
in 2019). This has cascaded to the regional and national level, 
with GlobalABC launching regional roadmaps for Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America in 2020, which were developed in 
consultation with over 700 experts from around the globe; 
as well as inspiring and in some cases working on the 
development of roadmaps at national level with and through 
partners and ministries, for instance in Vietnam and Cambodia 
where they also link to the countries’ NDCs and in and in Arab 
countries through the UAE (see figure below). As part of the 
efforts to develop building decarbonization roadmaps in 
Vietnam and in Cambodia, the GlobalABC has subsequently 
co-developed an NDC toolkit, which applies the methodology 
from the NDC guide into the context of roadmap development. 
The toolkit serves as a living document, growing its database 
of references, based on the inputs and contributions of 
stakeholders in the sector.

The global and regional roadmaps developed with 
IEA provide both a framework and a process to set 

pathways for sector decarbonization, presenting 
a comprehensive approach to emission reductions 

from the built environment along the full life cycle, with 
aspirational short, medium-term, and longer-term targets and 
timelines out to 2050. The roadmaps are structured around 
8 priority areas, and highlight needed policy, technology and 
finance actions (see box).  These efforts have now also led to 
an established methodology for developing such roadmaps. 
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The United Arab Emirates represented by the Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure has been an active member and 
close partner of the GlobalABC since its start. This strategic collaboration has led the UAE to develop the Regional 
Roadmap for the Arab countries, aligned with the UAE Net-Zero by 2050 Strategic Initiative. In collaboration with 
GlobalABC, the UAE will continue its active and influential regional role, supporting Arab countries to turn challenges in 
decarbonising the building and construction sector into opportunities and help achieve Paris Agreement targets.

Tala AbuShuqair, Expert, Department of Research, Studies, & Development, United Arab Emirates Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure

Priority areas addressed in the GlobalABC buildings and construction decarbonization roadmaps

Urban planning decisions  
and strategies not integrated 
across themes

Prioritise integration in rapidly expanding cities 
Integrate energy efficiency in urban planing policies, develop national 
and local urban plans and ensure collaboration among national and 
subnational levels and across themes

Urban 
planning

Most construction occurring 
in places with no codes for 
mandatory minimum energy 
performance

Prioritise high efficiency standards 
Develop decarbonisation strategies, implement mandatory  
building energy codes, incentivise high performance

New  
buildings

Performance of existing  
buildings generally unknown,  
few energydriven retrofits

Accelerate action on building retrofits 
Develop and implement decarbonisation strategies for refurbishment 
and retrofit, increase renovation rates and depth, encourage investment

Existing 
buildings

Minimal use of tools for  
energy performance, disclosure 
and management

Facilitate maintenance and building management 
Sustained adoption of energy performance tools, systems and 
standards enabling evaluation, monitoring, energy management  
and improved operations

Building 
operations

Average efficiency of  
appliance and systems much 
lower than best available 
technology

Stimulate demand for energy efficient appliances 
Further develop, enforce and strengthen minimum energy performance 
requirements, prioritise energy efficiency in public procurement

Appliances 
and systems

High embodied carbon  
of materials, low awareness  
of impact and options, little  
data and information

Promote the use of low carbon materials 
Develop embodied carbon databases, raise awareness and promote 
material efficiency, accelerate efficiency in manufacturing to reduce 
embodied carbon over whole life cycle

Materials

Some planning strategies 
for natural disasters, but not 
widespread

Build-in resilience for buildings and communities 
Develop integrated risk assessment and resilience strategies  
to ensure adaptation of existing buildings and integrate resilience into 
new construction

Resilience

Significant use of fossil  
fuels; 39% population no access 
to clean cooking, 11% no access 
to electricity

Accelerate the decarbonisation of electricity and heat 
Develop clear regulatory frameworks, provide adequate financial 
incentives, encourage on-site renewable energy or green power 
procurement, accelerate access to electricity and clean cooking

Clean 
energy

8

THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION: AN OVERVIEW OVER STATUS AND ACHIEVEMENTS



The roadmaps are now taken to 
the national level, guiding and 
enabling policy transformation and 
supporting jurisdictions with building 
decarbonisation based on their current 
situation. Each roadmap is developed 
with input from a large number of 
representatives of key stakeholders within 
as the respective governments and involving 
civil society organisations, industry associations all the way to 
individual companies. In doing so, the roadmap development 
process equally aims to build a bottom-up coalition of active 
stakeholders in support of the transition to a zero-emission, 
efficient, and resilient sector. 

To support the development and implementation of national 
roadmaps over time, the GlobalABC also fostered National 
Alliances gathering all local stakeholders in Mexico, Morocco, 
and Tunisia. Their experiences, plus France and Germany one’s 
are showcased in a paper ‘National Alliances for Buildings and 
Construction’ co-written with the PEEB. 

The GlobalABC also leads a roadmap coordination hub, which 
brings together 18 organizations involved providing in-country 
support for roadmap development. The purpose of this hub 
is to share experiences in the implementation to strengthen 
implementation and further evolve the methodology, and to 
facilitate cooperation across the agencies providing this kind 
of support, including  the pooling of resources. Linked to the 
roadmaps, the GlobalABC has driven country decarbonization 
action through three commitments which together have been 
joined by 12 countries: 

 3 The Clean Energy Ministerial Global Call  issued in 
2018, asking countries to develop national building 
decarbonization strategies.

 3 The Zero Carbon Buildings for All call from the UN Secretary 
General’s Summit issued in 2019.

 3 The currently active Buildings as Critical Climate Solution 
commitment issued by the GlobalABC.

Participants from GlobalABC’s stakeholder groups have 
praised the roadmap process as a highly valuable experience, 
contributing to their understanding of a region’s economic, 
political and cultural context and the unique aspects of its 
built and natural environments, that influence what may be 
required to successfully decarbonize. It stimulates their 
thinking and exchanges with other participants, highlights 
new approaches and pathways, and serves as a reference point 
for the opportunities for the sector to accelerate. GlobalABC 
members also feel empowered to bring key messages of the 
roadmap roundtables to their national policy makers and even 
to elevate them to international negotiations. 

BUILDING A GLOBAL MOVEMENT: 
GLOBALABC’S ROLE IN SPURRING 
DEEP COLLABORATION AMONG 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
SECTOR ACTORS
GlobalABC organizes its member-driven interests into five 
Work Areas, which all members are welcome to participate 
in, in order to jointly identify gaps and respond to them with 
solutions and member-provided advisory services. Current 
Work Areas are each led by two to three co-chairs, represented 
by members. Many of GlobalABC’s members participate in 
more than one Work Area, volunteering their leadership, 
expertise, guidance and networks as resources to topics of 
great interest to the countries or organizations they represent. 
GlobalABC also convenes an annual General Assembly, during 
which the Work Areas provide updates, request feedback, and 
engage participants in setting goals and prioritizing tasks for 
the coming year. 

Key achievement: Under Work Area 3, Market 
Transformation, GlobalABC has developed market 
transformation levers for a net-zero built environment, 
with key asks for all stakeholders along the buildings 
and construction value chain: Align behind whole-life 
carbon; integrate carbon cost and price; and transform 
supply & demand dynamics..

GlobalABC members indicate that the Work Areas serve as a 
unique and safe space to articulate policy challenges, gaps 
in knowledge or challenges they face in moving forward with 
decarbonization; and with participants responding by sharing 
their insights and lessons learned, innovative solutions as well 
as introductions to peers who may be able to help address 
barriers. They also benefit from the full value chain and many 
different perspectives being represented in GlobalABC’s 
membership, which is quite unique amongst building sector 
organisations or networks. GlobalABC puts the finger on 
essential emerging issues and highlights member initiatives 
in these. This includes spotlighting the critical role of buildings 
in adaption and resilience (see Adaptation of the Building 
Sector to Climate Change: 10 Principles for Effective Action), 
the potential of covid recovery packages for advancing 
sustainable buildings, embodied carbon and materials, and 
decarbonizing cooling and heating, the latter also through a 
new Clean Heat Forum. 
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THE GLOBALABC WORK AREAS

Work Area 1 Education and awareness 
Decarbonizing the buildings sector: 10 key measures

Work Area 2 Public policies  
Buildings and Climate Change adaptation: a call to action

Work Area 3 Market transformation  
Market transformation levers for a net-zero built 
environment

Work Area 4 Finance 
The EU taxonomy- What does it mean for buildings

Work Area 5 Building measurement,  
data and information 
The Building Passport Practical Guidelines

The value of GlobalABC as a ‘network of networks’ is 
exemplified not only through its Work Areas, but also in its 
roadmapping roundtables and its publications such as the 
Global Status report or Buildings and Construction (Buildings-
GSR) that members contribute to and which provide many 
opportunities to share, connect and exchange. Members also 
regularly incorporate GlobalABC’s messages in their own work 
and media campaigns, while supporting GlobalABC’s outreach 
and presence at international events.  

Finally, the  GlobalABC has also helped to catalyse new 
programmes, such as the Programme for Energy Efficiency 
in Buildings (PEEB, run by GIZ and the French Development 
Agency, AFD) to assist developing countries and emerging 
economies, and the Africa-Europe for BioClimatic Buildings 
project (ABC 21).

JOIN THE GLOBALABC: BY 
MOBILIZING ALL ACTORS IN 
THE SECTOR, WE CAN RAPIDLY 
ACCELERATE BUILDING 
DECARBONISATION AND 
RESILIENCE
As actors recently gathered at COP26 in Glasgow to discuss the 
climate crisis and with it the future of our planet, GlobalABC’s 
efforts remain essential. With the building and construction 
sector being a critical contributor to curbing global warming 
while equally still being well off track in transforming at the 
scape and speed required, the GlobalABC continues to build and 
broaden ownership over its shared vision for a zero-emission, 
efficient, and resilient sector, spur its implementation and 
keep the heat on by tracking the sector’s progress. 

We invite all actors along the building and construction value 
chain to join us in this effort by becoming a member of the 
GlobalABC. Together we can truly accelerate the sector’s 
decarbonisation and resilience. 

For more information, get in touch with the GlobalABC 
Secretariat at www.globalabc.org and global.abc@un.org 
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